
Mid-Atlantic Council Solicits Public Input on
Essential Fish Habitat Amendment
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council will hold five public hearings to gather
public input on a draft amendment to modify Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) designations
and descriptions for 14 of the Council’s managed species. Hearings will be held
between December 2, 2025 and February 3, 2026, and written comments will be
accepted through February 11, 2026.

EFH is defined as “those waters and substrates necessary to fish for spawning,
breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity.” Regional fishery management councils are
required to identify and describe EFH for each species managed under a federal FMP.
Once Councils have identified EFH, federal agencies must consult with NOAA
Fisheries regarding whether their actions may adversely affect EFH.

In April 2025, the Council completed a review of EFH designations in collaboration with
the New England Fishery Management Council. Based on the information and
methods developed during this review, the Council is proposing to revise EFH
designations and descriptions for its entire portfolio of managed species. These
updates incorporate fish abundance data from multiple inshore and offshore surveys,
as well as environmental data from several sources. Additional details can be found in
the in the Public Hearing Document and on the Amendment Webpage.

Members of the public are invited to comment on any aspect of the draft amendment.
Following a review of comments received, the Council will select a preferred alternative
and submit the amendment to NOAA Fisheries for review and rulemaking.

Public Hearings

Comments may be submitted at any of the following public hearings. Two of the
hearings will focus on specific species, while others will be “all species” sessions. If
you are only interested in a particular species, we encourage you to join one of the
species focus webinars.

1. December 2, 2025, 6:00 p.m. Webinar Registration. All Species: Open
Discussion.

2. December 9, 2025, 6:00 p.m. Webinar Registration. Focus: Summer Flounder,
Scup, Black Sea Bass, Bluefish, and Spiny Dogfish.

3. January 6, 2026, 6:00 p.m. Webinar Registration. Focus: Mackerels, Squids,
Butterfish, Tilefishes, Surfclam, and Ocean Quahog.

4. January 13, 2026, 6:00 p.m. Webinar Registration. All Species: Open
Discussion.

5. February 3, 2026, 6:30 p.m. In-Person: Westin Crystal City (1800 Richmond
Hwy, Arlington, VA 22202). All Species: Open Discussion.

Written Comments

https://click-1229622.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1229622&mid=600252&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mafmc.org%2Fs%2F2025Nov_OmnibusEFH_PHD_wAppendices.pdf&cfid=575&vh=9559fd28939efa34a5647be7800d1baa49bd946e256639f365947d4028be73c3
https://click-1229622.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1229622&mid=600252&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mafmc.org%2Factions%2Fomnibus-efh-amendment&cfid=575&vh=b8b73aa1aae73db8ce07e093a5d21755e5df7e87ca4ad072825a11c013cb24d3
https://click-1229622.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1229622&mid=600252&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fmidatlanticfisheriesmc.webex.com%2Fweblink%2Fregister%2Fra213f048a22c2213e5496b8b833fc874&cfid=575&vh=67b483750101e5c277cd6b1f40e4146f90cdb46ba4cbdfd86b9390ee2fa4c881
https://click-1229622.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1229622&mid=600252&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fmidatlanticfisheriesmc.webex.com%2Fweblink%2Fregister%2Fr1d613e9ade169b33abca6548d5d3126d&cfid=575&vh=221136a866c0c5a197995ebe9c740fe6a2f4bcf58696161df1a9cef9ef3a62c2
https://click-1229622.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1229622&mid=600252&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fmidatlanticfisheriesmc.webex.com%2Fweblink%2Fregister%2Frbd60838efa8498879dfc087ee37a226b&cfid=575&vh=8895f9982ca8cbdd434362460a809fbad008365fa83f5a64202b6bc2ab15d71a
https://click-1229622.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1229622&mid=600252&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fmidatlanticfisheriesmc.webex.com%2Fweblink%2Fregister%2Fr7e4cdf9454bc8b9845a42323587a8049&cfid=575&vh=f01ca65c7895da292df52c4fcf2c7c2bfb7f4b729f0dc484d43eb68fdc3af96f
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Written comments may be submitted by any of the following methods. Comments must
be received by Tuesday, February 11, 2026.

Email to jcoakley@mafmc.org (use subject “EFH Amendment”)
Online at https://www.mafmc.org/comments/efh-amendment
Mail to Chris Moore, Ph.D., Executive Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 North State Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901.
Mark the outside of the envelope “EFH Amendment.”

For more information, contact Jessica Coakley at jcoakley@mafmc.org or (302) 526-
5252.
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